
Independent Reading Assignment / 2019-2020 

Athens High School / Grades 10-12 

Students taking honors, AP, or dual enrollment English courses are required to complete 

the independent reading assignment. 

 
Students are strongly encouraged to read and complete assignments during the summer and submit them to their 

English teacher when school begins in the fall. However, the final due date for the assignment is the date of the 

first progress report of the 1st 9-weeks grading period when students have English whether during first semester 

or second semester. (See note below about bonus point opportunity.) The independent reading assignment 

counts as TWO test grades, and these grades will be recorded on the first progess report for the 2nd 9-weeks 

grading period. 

 

Students are required to submit both a printed copy AND an electronic copy of the assignment.  
 

The assignment requires you to choose one selection from the list that corresponds to your upcoming grade 

level (see the last page of this document), read it independently, and complete the two sections of the 

assignment. Additional assessments for the selection may be assigned during your English class. See rubrics for 

evaluation guidelines. 

 

BONUS POINT OPPORTUNITY: Students who turn in ALL PARTS of the independent reading assignment 

on the FIRST DAY of their English class, whether first or second semester, will earn 50 bonus points added to 

their final grade. 

 

 

 

*** Section 1: Demonstrate understanding of the literary techniques  

employed by the author in the selection. *** 
 

For Section 1, you are required to do the following: 

● Format the first page with your name and other relevant information according to MLA format. 

● Type the assignment, double-spaced, and use 12-point Times New Roman font. 

● Write about each of the areas listed below.  

● Label all sections with the proper heading. 

● Write sections in the order in which they are listed. 

● Follow all of the standards for proper conventions (grammar, spelling, mechanics). 

 

Each part of the section 1 assignment has a series of questions that are meant to stimulate your thinking and 

writing. They are not intended to be answered in order; instead they are intended to act as a guide for your 

analysis.   

 

FOR EACH SECTION MARKED WITH an ASTERISK (*), make sure that you connect your commentary 

both to DIRECT TEXT EXAMPLES (always cited with the correct page number) as well as to the NOVEL AS 

A WHOLE. Only papers that accomplish this will receive an “A.”  

 

 

1. PLOT: Provide a BRIEF outline of the events of the plot (no more than 200 words). For some of the novels, 

the plot may be difficult to describe succinctly, but try to do it anyway.  

 

2. STRUCTURE/FORM: When you discuss structure, remember that you need to discuss the effect of the 

intentional internal arrangement of parts. In other words, what was introduced when and to what effect? Some 

novels, for example, start with a scene that is at the end of the story, and then move back in time and work back 



up to that initial point (frame story).  How is the story arranged, and in what ways do the chapter/book divisions 

operate? 

 

3. POINT OF VIEW/PERSPECTIVE*: From what vantage point does the reader receive the information?  

Is the perspective reliable, or is it highly subjective?  How are important ideas received?  Is there an agenda that 

the narrator seems to have, either consciously or subconsciously? Does the perspective shift, and if so, to what 

end? Are characters explicit in their dialogue, or does an omniscient narrator fill the reader in concerning the 

larger issues?  Why is the perspective used particularly effective for this novel?  

 

4. MAIN CHARACTER*: How is the character revealed? Is it through what the character says? Does? 

Wears? Thinks? The people with whom he/she associates? What the narrator says about him/her? (For the most 

part, which type of characterization is at play--direct or indirect?) Describe the central character, including what 

you find out about how his/her name, age, physical descriptions, personality, functions in the novel. Also 

include one short quotation that reveals his or her character, and explain why the quote reveals character. 

 

5. SETTING*:  Where and when does the novel occur? How many locations are described? Are there 

connections between the setting(s) and character(s)? How is the atmosphere described?  Are there any important 

settings that contrast or parallel each other?  Why is this setting so effective in supporting the ideas in the novel 

as a whole? Conversely, if the setting is ambiguous, what details seem most important, and what is the effect of 

the ambiguity? Why is this story best told in this setting? When discussing setting, remember that it does not 

only mean the geographical location (topography, scenery) but also the cultural backdrop, social context, and 

the artificial environment (rooms, buildings, cities, towns) as well. 

 

6. THEME*: Identify one major theme (a central or controlling idea), and explicate the theme using specific 

moments from the text, either paraphrased or directly quoted. What is the abstract concept being addressed, and 

what is the evaluation of that concept through the text? What “big questions” does the text address, and what are 

the author’s responses to those questions? Be aware that a theme cannot be expressed in a single word, and with 

complex works of literary merit, the elucidation of a theme requires a full paragraph or more. Also note that the 

theme is rarely stated explicitly but rather is implicit. Remember that a theme has TWO (2) PARTS: an 

abstract concept AND the author’s commentary on, or evaluation of, that concept through the text. 

 

7. TITLE*: Why is this title appropriate for the novel? Does it have literal or symbolic significance? Does it 

actually appear in the novel, and if so, what is the situation? Is the title an allusion, and if so, why would the 

title include this allusion? Does the title implicitly connect to the theme of the work? 

 

8. STYLE* (Syntax, Diction, and Literary Devices): Discuss the writer’s overall stylistic choices. 

What do you notice about the sentence structure? What do you notice about diction? Are there certain literary 

devices that the writer seems especially fond of using?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** Section 2: Respond to the selection, complete research about the author, and analyze a 

critical review of the selection. *** 
 

For section 2, you are required to do the following: 



● Research information for #2 & #3. 

● Use correct MLA citation of sources. 

 

 

1. PERSONAL RESPONSE: What did you enjoy about the novel and why? Are you eager to read another 

novel by this author? Would you recommend this novel to a friend?  

 

2. THE AUTHOR AND HER/HIS TIMES: Provide biographical and historical information related to the 

novel. What important family, community, national, and world events helped inform the material? Provide a 

biography focusing on those details that can be directly linked to the novel in a manner that is convincing. This 

is related to historical criticism, which suggests that a novel must be understood first in the historical context 

(both of the culture and of the author) in which it was written. This requires some outside research, so please 

remember to cite your source(s) using MLA format. You will need a works cited page for this section. This 

section should be about 2 pages in length. 

 

3. CRITICAL REVIEW (nonfiction): Find one critical review (on the Alabama Virtual Library) of your 

novel, and offer your opinion of the critic’s analysis. When expressing your response to the review, be specific 

in your discussion. If you agree, then explain why, and carry the argument beyond what the critic pointed out. If 

you disagree, provide support for your position from the text. This section should be about 2 pages in length. 

Attach a copy of the critical review to your paper, and cite the source(s) using MLA format. 

 

 

Standards Addressed:

● RL.9-10.1 / RL.11-12.1 

● RL.9-10.2 / RL.11-12.2 

● RI.9-10.1 / RI.11-12.1 

● RI.9-10.2 / RI.11-12.2 

● RI.9-10.6 / RI.11-12.6 

● W.9-10.8 / W.11-12.8 

● L.9-10.1 / L.11-12.1 

● L.9-10.2 / L.11-12.2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Reading Grading Rubric - Section I 

 

Student Name: _________________________________________________________    Section I Grade: _________ /100 

Book Title: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



5 4 3 2 1 0 

Excellent  

The responses 

thoroughly and 

effectively address all 

points of the section’s 

questions and show 

strong, thoughtful 

connections to the text. 

The responses are free 

from spelling and 

grammatical errors.  

Above Average  

The responses are 

answered mostly in 

well-written paragraphs 

and show that the 

student thought about 

the novel and made 

connections to the text. 

The responses may 

contain 1-3 errors in 

spelling and grammar. 

Acceptable 

There was an attempt to 

answer the responses in 

well-written 

paragraphs, but the 

responses need more 

development and/or 

deeper connections to 

the text. The responses  

may contain 4-6 errors 

in spelling and 

grammar. 

Needs Work 

The responses provide 

little evidence that the 

student read the book. 

The responses are very 

brief /vague and need 

much more 

development. The 

responses may contain   

7-9 errors in spelling 

and grammar. 

Unacceptable 

The responses are 

poorly written or 

unacceptably brief. 

There is no evidence 

that the student read the 

book. The responses 

contains so many 

spelling and 

grammatical errors 

(10+) that it is difficult 

to read.  

The 

response is 

not 

attempted 

   

● PLOT:                  _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1 

● STRUCTURE/FORM:            _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     10 8 6 4 2 

● POV/Perspective:            _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1      

**Text Connect:       _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1 

● MAIN CHARACTER:      _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

 10 8 6 4 2                   

        **Text Connect:       _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1 

● SETTING:                  _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1      

**Text Connect:       _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1 

● THEME:                     _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

 10 8 6 4 2                   

        **Text Connect:       _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1 

● TITLE:                        _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

 5 4 3 2 1                   

        **Text Connect:       _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1 

● STYLE:                      _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

 10 8 6 4 2                   

        **Text Connect:       _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

     5 4 3 2 1   

● MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS:    _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   __________ 

 10 8 6 4 2 

Independent Reading Grading Rubric - Section II 

                Section II Grade: _______ /100 

1. PERSONAL RESPONSE (10 points possible) 

 

Total points: _______ /10 

 

What did you enjoy about the novel Are you eager to read another novel Would you recommend this novel to 



and why? by this author? a friend? 

6 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

2 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

2 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

5-4 pts: Meets expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

1 pt: Meets expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

1 pt: Meets expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

4-3 pts: Somewhat meets expectations 

for assignment/question asked but has 

little personal insight  

0 pts: Does not attempt 0 pts: Does not attempt 

2-1 pts: Partially meets expectations 

for assignment/question asked but 

lacks any real personal insight 

  

0 pts: Does not attempt   

 

 

 

2. THE AUTHOR AND HIS OR HER TIMES (45 points possible) 

 

Total points: _______ /45 

 

20-17 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment; directly and convincingly 

connects information to novel 

20-17 pts: All sources and Works 

Cited page are correctly documented 

using MLA format 

5 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

16-14 pts: Meets expectations for 

assignment; most information is 

directly connected to novel 

16-14 pts: Most sources and Works 

Cited page correctly documented 

using MLA format 

3-4 pts: Meets expectations for 

assignment/question asked 

13-10 pts: Somewhat meets 

expectations for assignment; 

information is presented but has little 

connection to novel 

13-10 pts: Some sources and Works 

Cited page correctly documented 

using MLA format 

2-1 pts: Some attempt is made for 

assignment/question asked 

9-1 pts: Partially meets expectations 

for assignment but lacks enough 

information and/or connection to 

novel 

9-1 pts: Little to no effort made to use 

MLA formatting 

0 pts: Does not attempt 

0 pts: Does not attempt 0 pts: Does not attempt  

 

3. CRITICAL REVIEW (45 points possible) 

 

Total points: _______ /45 

 

20-17 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment with opinion of critic’s 

analysis and in-depth discussion of 

level of agreement and textual support 

20-17 pts: All sources and Works 

Cited page are correctly documented 

using MLA format 

5 pts: Exceeds expectations for 

assignment 



16-14 pts: Meets expectations for 

assignment with opinion of critic’s 

analysis and some discussion of level 

of agreement and textual support 

16-14 pts: Most sources and Works 

Cited page correctly documented 

using MLA format 

3-4 pts: Meets expectations for 

assignment 

13-10 pts: Somewhat meets 

expectations for assignment with 

opinion of critic’s analysis and limited 

discussion of level of agreement and 

textual support 

13-10 pts: Some sources and Works 

Cited page correctly documented 

using MLA format 

2-1 pts: Some attempt is made 

9-1 pts: Partially meets expectations 

for assignment but little to no opinion 

of critic’s analysis and limited to no 

discussion of level of agreement 

and/or textual support 

9-1 pts: Little to no effort made to use 

MLA formatting 

0 pts: Does not attempt 

0 pts: Does not attempt 0 pts: Does not attempt  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Reading Assignment Selections / 2019-2020 

 

Students are strongly encouraged to research topics and themes of the selections as well as the genre of the 

selections before choosing. 

 

10th Grade: 11th Grade: 12th Grade: 

Unwind  

     by Neil Schusterman 

Fahrenheit 451 

     by Ray Bradbury 

Things Fall Apart 

     by Chinua Achebe 



Ready Player One  

     by Ernest Cline 

Cry, the Beloved Country  

     by Alan Paton 

Pride and Prejudice 

     by Jane Austen 

The Red Badge of Courage  

     by Stephen Crane 

Death of a Salesman 

     by Arthur Miller 

Cat’s Eye 

     by Margaret Atwood 

A Streetcar Named Desire       

     by Tennessee Williams 

Their Eyes Were Watching God 

     by Zora Neale Hurston 

A Doll’s House 

     by Henrik Ibsen 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up 

for Education and Was Shot by the 

Taliban  

     by Christina Lamb and Malala     

     Yousafzai 

The Color of Water: A Black Man’s 

Tribute to His White Mother 

     by James McBride 

Lord of the Flies 

     by William Golding 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/Grades10-12SummerReading 

 

https://tinyurl.com/Grades10-12SummerReading

